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Agenda Item Summary 
 

BACKGROUND Spring Chinook Salmon: 
Prior to the late 1970s, non-Treaty spring Chinook fisheries in the 
mainstem Columbia River occurred from February through May and 
harvested spring Chinook destined for every sub-basin.  Non-Treaty 
fisheries, in this context, are those not involving Native Americans with 
recognized treaty rights.  Commercial fishing seasons were structured to 
target Willamette and other lower river stocks in February and March 
and upriver stocks in May.  Generally, the commercial fishing season 
was closed from mid-March through late April to allow escapement 
during the peak of the run.  Recreational fishing seasons were open the 
entire year but fishing effort typically focused on tributaries prior to the 
1940s. 
 
Non-Treaty fisheries for upriver spring Chinook in the main-stem 
Columbia River were closed from 1978-2000 because of poor returns.  
Consequently, fishing during this period targeted Willamette spring 
Chinook and was restricted to February and March.  In 2001, a record-
high return of upriver spring Chinook allowed managers to re-open non-
Treaty fisheries.  Since then, these fisheries have operated under strict 
limits on the allowable level of incidental-mortality of ESA-listed 
salmon and steelhead stocks (i.e. the level of unintended fisheries-related 
mortality).  As a result, fisheries have only been allowed to harvest 
adipose fin-clipped hatchery spring Chinook. 
 
Over the past twenty years, upriver spring Chinook stocks have been 
managed under a series of agreements among the fisheries managers.  
From 1986-95, spring Chinook fisheries operated under a Columbia 
River Fish Management Plan (CRFMP) that defined upper limits for 
incidental-mortality of upriver spring Chinook populations.  The CRFMP 
set an upper limit of 5-7% for the Treaty fishery (Native Americans with 
treaty fishing rights) and less than 5% for non-Treaty fisheries.  Since the 
expiration of the CRFMP in 1995, spring Chinook fisheries have, except 
for the 2000 season, operated under a series of interim court-approved 
agreements negotiated under U.S. v Oregon.  During this period, the 
allowable incidental-mortality in Treaty fisheries has ranged from 5.0%-
8.5% and non-Treaty fisheries from 0.5%-3.0%. 
 
In May 2008 the U.S. v Oregon parties signed a ten-year management 
agreement that sets new limits on the allowable level of incidental-
mortality of upriver spring Chinook in non-Treaty and Treaty fisheries.  
These limits, approved by the NOAA Fisheries in its Biological Opinion 
for the fisheries, vary based on the combined run sizes of all upriver 
spring Chinook populations and the run size of ESA-listed spring 
Chinook.  For non-Treaty fisheries, these limits currently range from a 
low of 0.5% when the upriver run is less than 33,000 fish to a high of 
2.7% when the upriver run is greater than 488,000 fish. 
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Although uncertainty in run-size forecasts and estimates of fisheries 
performance can make planning difficult, managers have often been able 
to optimize fishing opportunity under the limits on incidental-mortality 
of ESA-listed upriver spring Chinook.  This effort has been aided by the 
selective nature of non-Treaty fisheries which target adipose fin-clipped 
hatchery Chinook. 
 
Summer Chinook Salmon: 
Upper Columbia summer Chinook are destined for areas above Priest 
Rapids Dam.  These Chinook are not listed under the ESA and the 
population is considered healthy.  For management purposes, any 
Chinook passing Bonneville Dam during June 16 through July 31 is 
considered to be upper Columbia summer Chinook.  Daily passage over 
Bonneville dam is typically stable with no significant peak.  Passage is 
typically 50% complete around July 1. 
 
The upper Columbia summer Chinook run is managed as a composite 
stock consisting of hatchery and natural origin fish.  Hatchery production 
uses an integrated broodstock management strategy, meaning that 
hatchery production originates from both wild and hatchery-origin fish 
(which are 100% ad-clipped).  Broodstock collection and natural 
spawning escapement goals have been exceeded annually since 1999. 
 
A recreational fishery in the Columbia River upstream of Priest Rapids 
Dam has occurred annually since 2000, when runs first reached 
harvestable levels.  This fishery currently provides the only consistent 
opportunity for anglers to harvest anadromous fish.  Recreational fishing 
in the Columbia River downstream from Priest Rapids Dam has also 
occurred in recent years, beginning in 2002. 
 
Commercial fishing for summer Chinook downstream from Bonneville 
Dam has been allowed since 2005.  Prior to 2005, the last commercial 
fishery occurred in 1964, when below Bonneville Dam a 2-day season 
was opened.  In 2004, two 12-hour commercial fishing periods targeting 
sockeye were opened and fishers were allowed to keep incidentally 
caught summer Chinook. 
 
White Sturgeon: 
White sturgeon abundance in the lower Columbia River collapsed at the 
end of the 19th century due to over fishing.  The population began to 
rebound after 1950 when maximum size limits were adopted to protect 
brood-stock size white sturgeon.  Since 1950 the population has 
increased significantly.  The current lower Columbia River white 
sturgeon population is considered healthy, although recent declines in the 
catch rates of sub-legal fish and observations of pinniped predation  
 
throughout the lower river have raised some concerns about recent 
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trends. 
 
Through the early 1970s, white sturgeon catch in commercial fisheries 
was limited to incidental landings occurring during salmon fisheries.  
However, declining salmon runs and increased abundance of white 
sturgeon revived interest in sturgeon as a target species.  In 1974, 
commercial fishing for white sturgeon was re-initiated.  
 
During the 1980’s, coincident with reductions in salmon harvest 
opportunity, recreational fishing effort for and total harvest of white 
sturgeon increased significantly.  The abundance of legal-sized white 
sturgeon declined to levels of concern.  Oregon and Washington 
responded with several regulation changes including size- and bag-limit 
changes and elimination of commercial target fisheries. 
 
In 1985 the states jointly launched a tagging program to estimate annual 
abundance in the Columbia River downstream from Bonneville Dam.  
This program has served as a basis for fisheries management decisions 
during the past 23 years.  Since 1989, fisheries have been managed for 
optimum sustainable yield (OSY).  OSY requires that fisheries be 
managed to allow sufficient recruitment of fish to the brood-stock 
population on a sustained basis.  Under this fishery management regime, 
the population of legal-sized sturgeon increased to healthy levels by 
1995. 
 
In 1996, the Oregon and Washington fish and wildlife commissions 
adopted a three-year management accord for 1997-1999.  The accord 
specified sturgeon management objectives for the states, including total 
allowable harvest and allocation between sport and commercial fisheries.  
Specifically, it was intended to:  
 

1. Increase the population consistent with OSY. 
2. Provide year-round recreational fishing opportunity. 
3. Provide a viable commercial fishery. 
4. Stabilize harvest of sturgeon outside of the Columbia River. 
5. Conservatively manage green sturgeon 

 
Since 1999, three more accords have been put in place to guide the 
management of white and green sturgeon.  The last of these, approved by 
the Oregon and Washington fish and wildlife commissions in 2005, 
expires at the end of 2008.   
 

PUBLIC 
INVOLVEMENT 

 September 15, 2008- Meeting with the Columbia River Fish 
Working Group in Vancouver, WA. 

 October 15, 2008- Meeting with the Columbia River Fish 
Working Group in Portland, OR. 

 October 23, 2008- Meeting with the Columbia River Commercial 
Fisheries Advisory Group in Rainier, OR. 



4 

 October 23, 2008- Meeting with the Columbia River Recreational 
Fisheries Advisory Group in Vancouver, WA. 

 November 17, 2008- Meeting with the Columbia River Fish 
Working Group in Vancouver, WA. 

 December 2, 2008- Meeting with the Columbia River 
Commercial Fisheries Advisory Group in Rainier, OR. 

 December 2, 2008- Meeting with the Columbia River 
Recreational Fisheries Advisory Group in Vancouver, WA. 

 
ISSUE 1  MANAGEMENT OF SPRING CHINOOK NON-TREATY 

FISHERIES IN THE MAINSTEM COLUMBIA RIVER 
 
ANALYSIS 

 
Until 2002, non-Treaty commercial and recreational fisheries objectives 
for upriver spring Chinook in the mainstem Columbia River were set 
annually by the Columbia River Compact and in Joint State hearings.  
From the late 1970s through late 1980s, the fisheries only occurred in 
February and March and targeted Willamette spring Chinook.  In many 
years, a large proportion (71%) of the allowable catch of upriver spring 
Chinook in the mainstem Columbia River occurred in the commercial 
fishery as a result of efforts to access the allowable commercial catch of 
Willamette spring Chinook.  However, during the early 1990s, non-
Treaty fisheries in the mainstem Columbia River were managed so that 
catches of upriver spring Chinook in mainstem Columbia recreational 
and commercial fisheries were comparable. 
 
From 1995 through 2000, with ESA listings of Snake River spring and 
summer and upper Columbia River spring Chinook and poor Willamette 
runs, non-Treaty commercial and recreational fisheries in the mainstem 
Columbia River were either closed or minimal.  From 2001 to 2007, 
fisheries occurred, but were constrained by an upper limit on allowable 
incidental-mortality of ESA-listed upriver spring Chinook of 2%.  This 
upper limit was increased in 2008 to 2.7% under a sliding-scale harvest 
schedule in the “2008-2017 U.S. v Oregon Management Agreement”.  
However, because the 2008 run-size of upriver spring Chinook was 
approximately 179,000, incidental mortality of them in non-Treaty 
fisheries was limited to 1.9%. 
 
To date, commercial and recreational fisheries have been managed with 
the intent of providing each fishery an opportunity to achieve some 
reasonable outcome within the constraints imposed by ESA.  In general, 
robust fisheries have been implemented, even though annual variation in 
fishing effort, catch rates, run timing, and run sizes has required in-
season adjustments that, in some years, met or exceeded pre-season 
expectations and, in others, fell short. 
 
Over the past three months, six members of the Oregon and Washington 
fish and wildlife commissions have worked with a number of advisors 
from the recreational and commercial fishing communities and from 
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conservation groups to develop a near-term strategy for managing 
recreational and commercial fisheries over the next five years.  Several 
options were discussed and considered.  Deliberations were informed by 
analyses of the relative differences in fisheries performance under each 
option as they relate to a goal of providing reasonable access to 
harvestable fish consistent with the conservation needs of the stocks. 
 
What emerged from the process was a consensus among the six Oregon 
and Washington commission members on a recommendation for the 
near-term management of Columbia River spring Chinook fisheries in 
the areas they co-manage.  They also reached consensus on a framework 
for the long-term management of these fisheries.  The details of the 
agreement are in Attachment 2 and summarized in the “Options” section 
below.  
 

OPTIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Option 1: Adopt the objectives and strategies for near-term management 
of spring Chinook non-treaty fisheries in the mainstem Columbia River 
as described in Attachment 2 entitled: “Columbia River Sport and 
Commercial Spring Chinook Fisheries: Objectives and Strategies for 
Near- and Long-Term Management”. 
 
Near Term (2009-2013) Objectives: 

i. Mainstem sport fisheries: 
(a) Downstream from Bonneville Dam:  

• Before the run-size update: A high likelihood that the 
fishery will remain open for at least 45 days in March 
and April. 

• After the run-size update: If impacts remain, harvest 
opportunity through May. 

(b) Upstream from Bonneville Dam: A high likelihood that 
the fisheries in the mainstem Columbia and Snake rivers 
will not be subject to emergency closures.  

ii. Select Area commercial fishery: Harvest levels at least similar 
to those in recent years.  

iii. Mainstem Commercial fishery: 
• Before the run-size update: Harvest opportunity in 

March and April. 
• After the run-size update: If impacts remain, 

maximum harvest opportunity in May given available 
impacts and consistent with other fishery management 
objectives. 

 
 
 

Near Term (2009-2013) Strategy: 

i. Sharing the available impacts among the sport and 
commercial fisheries:  The share of total available impacts 
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assigned to each fishery will vary as a function of the run size 
of upper Columbia River and Willamette spring Chinook (see 
table below).  The sharing formula represents the high priority 
placed on providing a high likelihood that the fishery 
downstream from Bonneville Dam will remain open for at 
least 45 days in March and April. 

ii. Managing uncertainty: A management buffer equal to 
approximately 35% of the allowable impacts will be set aside 
for use after the run-size update (see table below).  If the sport 
fishery share of allowable impacts is > 65%, each fishery’s 
contribution to the buffer will be approximately 35% of its 
assigned impacts.  If the sport fishery share of allowable 
impacts is ≤ 65%, the sport fishery’s contribution to the 
buffer will be approximately 25% of its assigned impacts, and 
the commercial fishery’s share will be approximately 50% of 
its assigned impacts. 

 
To minimize the likelihood of emergency closures of the 
sport fishery downstream from Bonneville Dam prior to the 
run-size update, up to 5% of the impacts assigned for use by 
the sport fishery, but held in reserve as the buffer, may be 
used to achieve the scheduled season.   

iii. Mainstem sport fisheries: Seventy-five percent (75%) of the 
impacts allocated to the sport fisheries for use prior to the 
run-size update will be assigned to the sport fishery 
downstream from Bonneville Dam.  Twenty-five percent 
(25%) will be assigned and reserved for the sport fishery 
upstream from Bonneville Dam.  Providing a full sport 
fishery upstream from Bonneville Dam will be the highest 
sport fishery priority after the run-size update, however, if 
under certain forecasted run sizes, less than 25% of the 
impacts available are needed to achieve this objective, the 
“surplus” can be used to provide additional sport or 
commercial fishing opportunity downstream from Bonneville 
Dam. 

iv. Select Area commercial fishery: Commercial fisheries in the 
select areas will be allocated an impact level of 0.15% for use 
prior to the run size update.  This will enable the fisheries to 
be managed similarly to recent years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Run Size of Upriver 
Columbia Spring 
Chinook 

Run Size of Willamette Spring Chinook 
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 Low (<50,000) High (>50,000) 
Share = 85% sport/15% 
commercial 

Share = 75% sport/25% 
commercial 

Very Low (<33,000) 

Buffer = 35% of sport fishery 
impact + 35% of commercial 
fishery impact 

Buffer = 35% of sport fishery 
impact + 35% of commercial 
fishery impact 

Share = 75% sport /25% 
commercial 

Share = 70% sport /30% 
commercial 

Low (33,000 – 55,000) 

Buffer = 35% of sport fishery 
impact + 35% of commercial 
fishery impact 

Buffer = 35% of sport fishery 
impact + 35% of commercial 
fishery impact 

Share = 70% sport /30% 
commercial 

Share = 65% sport /35% 
commercial (base) 

Medium-High (55,000 
– 271,000) 

Buffer = 35% of sport fishery 
impact + 35% of commercial 
fishery impact 

Buffer = 25% of sport fishery 
impact + 50% of commercial 
fishery impact 

Share = 60% sport /40% 
commercial 

Share = 55% sport /45% 
commercial 

Very High (>271,000) 

Buffer = 25% of sport fishery 
impact + 50% of commercial 
fishery impact 

Buffer = 25% of sport fishery 
impact + 50% of commercial 
fishery impact 

 
v. Sharing the impacts available after the run-size update (post-

update):  The impacts remaining after the run-size update will 
be allocated so that the sport/commercial share of the total 
available impacts is approximately equal to that defined in the 
table above for the updated run size of upper Columbia and 
Willamette spring Chinook.  If the level of post-update 
impacts available to a fishery, based on Table 1, exceeds that 
necessary to meet its objectives, the balance will be 
reallocated to those fisheries that can use it. 

 
The Oregon and Washington Fish and Wildlife Commissions 
(Commissions) will periodically review the performance of the 
near-term management plan with respect to achieving the fishery 
objectives. The Commissions may consider modifications of the 
near-term plan prior to 2014 if they determine that its fishery 
objectives are not being met.   

 
Option 2: Adopt the objectives and strategies for long-term management 
of spring Chinook non-treaty fisheries in the mainstem Columbia River 
as described in Attachment 2 entitled: “Columbia River Sport and 
Commercial Spring Chinook Fisheries: Objectives and Strategies for 
Near- and Long-Term Management”.: 
 
 
 
 
 
Long Term (2014-2018) Objectives: 

i. Mainstem sport fisheries: Certainty in when, where, and how 
long fisheries are open.  
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ii. Select Area commercial fishery: Relatively stable harvest of 
approximately 12,000 or more spring Chinook per year in 
Select Areas (represents approximately the total Select Area 
and mainstem spring Chinook commercial fishery in the 
recent past). 

iii. Mainstem commercial fishery: Harvest opportunity in March 
and April and, if impacts remain, after the run-size update. 

 
Long Term (2014-2018) Strategies: 

i. In general: 
(a) Continue leadership promoting improved life-cycle 

survival of spring Chinook, including improvements to 
the Columbia River hydropower system, habitat, 
predation management, and hatchery practices.  
Encourage all fish and fishing groups work together to 
promote these improvements.  

(b) Provide additional resources to ensure conservation 
effectiveness of spring Chinook fishery management, 
including enhanced monitoring, improved run size 
forecasting ability, and improved estimation of catch.   

(c) Amend the Willamette River Fishery Management Plan 
specifically to address reduced hatchery broodstock 
requirements based on fish health improvements.  

(d) Continue moving away from allocation-based fishery 
management to objective-based fishery management.  
This shift allows solutions that may improve both 
fisheries, rather than improving one fishery at the expense 
of another.  This approach will require both sides to 
concede some ground on their stated positions in order to 
gain actual improvements in their fisheries.  It will also 
require investment of additional resources in commercial 
fishery infrastructure and several years’ patience to 
implement changes.  

(e) Maintain hatchery production and funding at levels that 
ensure viable commercial and sport fisheries.  Ensure 
these fisheries have the capacity to harvest sufficient 
numbers of hatchery fish to meet hatchery reform 
provisions. 

(f) Ensure that funding is secured for implementation of 
programs necessary to meet long-term fishery 
management objectives. 

(g) Seek support and commitments from all fishery sectors 
regarding long-term fishery management plans. 

 
ii. Mainstem sport fisheries:  

(a) Stabilize fishing seasons.  Provide fishing opportunity in 
April consistent with conservation and other management 
objectives. 
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(b) Provide opportunity throughout the lower Columbia 
River. 

(c) Use sport advisory groups and surveys to consider 
tradeoffs and shape the fishery.  

(d) Utilize days per week and other fishery management tools 
to help meet objectives and priorities. 

(e) Base pre-season structure of the fishery on conservative 
assumptions (e.g., catch rates, effort) to minimize chance 
of not meeting objectives. 

(f) Continue to provide opportunities and resources to further 
develop selective sport fishing techniques with a goal of 
reducing mortality of listed fish and increasing access to 
hatchery fish. 

(g) Allocate some proportion of the buffer to the sport fishery 
iii. Select Area commercial fishery:  

(a) Provide impacts necessary for Select Area commercial 
fisheries as top priority.  Assume at least 10% of allowed 
non-tribal impacts will be required (minimum of 0.20% 
on average). 

(b) Increase number and priority of smolt releases in Select 
Areas (up to 1M smolts reprogrammed from other areas 
e.g. Willamette River); 

(c) Provide the infrastructure to support these additional fish 
(e.g., additional net pens, trucking costs, hatchery rearing 
space, and personnel);  

(d) Pursue opportunities to liberalize regulations of Select 
Area fisheries (e.g. expanding boundaries in late winter).  
This will require additional impacts allocated to Select 
Area fisheries. 

(e) Develop new select areas in Washington and Oregon with 
reciprocity.  This will require additional impacts allocated 
to Select Area fisheries. 

(f) Utilize cost-effective area, timing and gear options to 
maximize harvest and minimize impacts, as necessary. 

iv. Mainstem commercial fishery:  
(a) Incrementally reduce the impact allocated to the mainstem 

commercial fishery when run sizes are low and 
incrementally increase it as run sizes increase. 

(b) Continue to provide opportunities and resources to further 
develop selective commercial fishing techniques with a 
goal of reducing mortality of listed fish and increasing 
access to hatchery fish.   

 
(c) Define commercial fishery contribution to the buffer as 

follows: 
• Do not include Select Areas fisheries in the buffer. 
• Determine impacts for mainstem commercial fishery 

based on sliding scale preseason forecast. 
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• Allocate some proportion of the buffer to the 
mainstem commercial fishery  

 
 
STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
Options 1 and 2 

ISSUE 2 MANAGEMENT OF SUMMER CHINOOK NON-TREATY 
FISHERIES IN THE MAINSTEM COLUMBIA RIVER 

  
ANALYSIS Under the new ten-year management agreement signed by the U.S. v 

Oregon parties, upper Columbia summer Chinook will be managed to 
provide a combined spawning escapement goal for natural and hatchery 
stocks combined and share the available harvest between treaty Indian 
and non-treaty fishers (see table below).  The management intent is to 
treat hatchery and natural fish as a single group because the fish are 
genetically similar. 
 

Allowable Harvest for Upper Columbia Summer Chinook. 
River Mouth Run Size Maximum Treaty Harvest 

Rate 
Maximum Non-Treaty Harvest 
Rate 

<5,000 5% 2.0% 
5,000<16,000 5% 1.3-2.7% 
16,000<29,000 10% 5% 
29,000<32,500 10% 5-6% 
32,500<36,250 10% 7% 
36,250-50,000 50% of total harvestable 1 50% of total harvestable 1 
>50,000 50% of 75% of margin 

above 50,000 plus 10,500 2 
50% of 75% of margin above 
50,000 plus 10,500 2 

1 The total number of harvestable fish is defined as the run size 
minus 29,000 for run sizes of 36,250 to 50,000. 

2   For the purposes of this Agreement, the total number of 
harvestable fish at run sizes greater than 50,000 is to be 
determined by the following formula: (0.75 * (runsize-50,000)) 
+ 21,000. 

In 2007, the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) 
signed a management agreement with the Colville Tribe.  Concurrently, 
WDFW completed a management plan that defines a harvest-sharing 
schedule between fisheries upstream and downstream from Priest Rapids 
Dam.  The plan limits all Non-Treaty fishing to minimal levels when the 
run size is below escapement needs.  At run-size levels where allowable 
harvest is low (about 50,000 fish at the river mouth), harvest opportunity 
will be allocated almost exclusively to upstream areas, to meet Colville 
and Wanapum tribal subsistence and ceremonial harvest needs and 
provide recreational fishing in the upstream areas.   
 
Recreational fisheries downstream from Priest Rapids Dam and 
commercial fisheries downstream from Bonneville Dam would occur 
when run sizes are large enough to support meaningful fisheries.  Under 
these circumstances, allowable harvest would be shared equally (50% 
each) between the recreational and commercial fisheries. 
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OPTIONS 
 
 
 
 

 
Option 1: For the period 2009-2013 (near-term), allocate allowable 
harvest for Non-Treaty summer Chinook fisheries downstream from 
Priest Rapids Dam equally (50% each) between recreational fisheries 
downstream from Priest Rapids Dam and commercial fisheries 
downstream from Bonneville Dam. 
 

STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

Option 1. 

ISSUE 3  EXTENSION OF THE 2006-2008 WHITE STURGEON 
MANAGEMENT ACCORD FOR ONE ADDITIONAL YEAR 
THROUGH 2009 

  
ANALYSIS Mark-recapture data indicates the abundance of legal-sized white 

sturgeon in the lower Columbia River has remained stable since 1998 at 
approximately 135,000 fish (42-60 inches).  However, the Optimum 
Sustained Yield (OSY) objective of increasing the legal-sized population 
size is not being met.  Catch rate data from the recreational fishery 
indicates the relative abundance of over-size fish remains fairly steady, 
but shows a declining trend for sub-legal fish since 2005.  Recent 
increases in recreational fishing effort and observations of pinniped 
predation throughout the lower river have raised some concern about the 
long-term stability of the population.  
 
In July 2008, the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife began work on 
a conservation plan for white sturgeon in the Columbia River 
downstream from Bonneville Dam.  The plan is being developed under 
the Oregon Native Fish Conservation Policy because this population has 
“high public interest or economic or other impact on the local 
community.”  The intent is to complete the planning effort in late 2009.   
 
Development of the conservation plan will provide an opportunity to 
base future fisheries management on well-defined and publicly-vetted 
conservation and management priorities.  Because of staff commitments 
to this planning process over the next several months and its importance 
to setting the context for fisheries management, Oregon and Washington 
fisheries managers have assessed the benefits and risks of extending the 
2006-2008 sturgeon management accord through 2009.   
 
 
This accord sets the following policies and objectives for white sturgeon: 
 
Policies: 

• Provide regulatory protection to safeguard the current broodstock 
population and ensure adequate recruitment of broodstock 
sturgeon in subsequent years. 
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• Manage for optimal sustainable yield (OSY), by regulating the 
combined sport and commercial harvest rate for the legal sized 
population. 

• Maintain concurrent Washington and Oregon regulations in the 
Columbia River. 

• Maintain viable and diverse recreational and commercial fishing 
opportunities. 

• Manage the harvest of sturgeon in fisheries outside the mainstem 
lower Columbia River consistent with lower Columbia River 
sturgeon conservation and management needs. 

• Limit incidental impacts of other species needing conservation 
protection during fisheries directed at white sturgeon. 

 
Objectives: 

• Manage white sturgeon for an annual combined sport and 
commercial harvest of 40,000 and to provide population growth 
towards OSY. 

• Allocate the harvestable number of white sturgeon in the 
Columbia River downstream from Bonneville Dam 20% to 
commercial fisheries and 80% to recreational fisheries. 

• Regulate the recreational fishery consistent with the following 
objectives: 
o Minimize emergency in-season action. 
o Balance catch between the estuary and non-estuary fisheries 

and maintain a diverse array of sturgeon fishing opportunity. 
o Maintain fishery monitoring and management capabilities. 
o Reduce fishing-related mortality of “oversize” sturgeon. 

• Regulate the commercial fishery to optimize economic value and 
spread harvest opportunity throughout the year. 

 
In addition, the accord calls for the management of green sturgeon 
consistent with its recent listing under the Endangered Species Act and 
for the management of sturgeon harvest in ocean and coastal fisheries 
consistent with conservation and management needs of Columbia River 
sturgeon.   
 
Extension of the accord for one year will allow staff to focus on 
completing the conservation plan and collect an additional year of 
population data.  Although there is some indication that current harvest 
guidelines may need to be changed in the future, extension of the accord 
and management of the fisheries under the current harvest rate guideline 
of 40,000 (42-60”) fish through 2009 poses little risk to the health of the 
population.  This is because harvest is distributed across many age 
classes, any one of which could mitigate for the effects of harvest on the 
others.  
 
Staffs of Oregon and Washington are currently revising the existing 
accord to reflect its extension through 2009.  A revised copy of the 



accord will be provided at the meeting.  
 

 
 
OPTIONS 
 
 
 
STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
 
Option 1: Extend the 2006-2008 Sturgeon Management Accord for one 
year through 2009. 
 
 
 
Option 1 
 

 

N/A 
 

DRAFT MOTION:  
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE N/A 
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